
WOOD COATINGS & SUBSTRATES 
CONFERENCE 2026 

SEPTEMBER 24 –  25,  202 6  

The Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry of the University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro in collaboration with the Wood Coatings and Substrates Conference 

Committee is pleased to issue a call for papers for the 12th biennial Wood Coatings & 

Substrates conference.  We are also excited to include a Student Research Poster 

session this year. The conference is planned for September 24 and 25, 2026 and will be 

held as a hybrid event with the presentation venue on the campus of the University of 

North Carolina at Greensboro (Greensboro, NC), with virtual attendance option.   

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS JUNE 1, 2026. 

 

Conference purpose and objectives 
The purpose of the Wood C&S Conference is to provide a technical forum to examine the basic 
chemistry, science, and technology behind the development, performance, and application, and 
interaction of wood coatings and the substrates to which they are applied.  It is our goal to present basic 

theory, science, and practical application information that will  

✓ Advance the science of coatings and substrates 
✓ Provide a forum for discussion of new technologies and developments 
✓ Improve understanding of the science and technology of wood coatings and substrates for 

industry participants 
✓ Help students see the potential merits and opportunities of choosing a career in a materials 

science field such as coatings, wood products, and related areas 



Call for Papers 
Abstracts are being accepted pertaining to chemistry, processing, and 

technology related to wood and wood-based substrates, wood coatings, 

sustainability, green technology, AI, and environmental regulations.   

Topics of interest include but are not limited to:
- Wood-based substrates and composites 
- Digital printing 
- Water based technology 
- UV Curable technology 
- Powder coatings for wood 
- Green chemistry 
- Sustainability 
- Use of AI for coatings 

- Crosslinking methodologies 
- Film Formation 
- Physical properties, fracture mechanics, 

failure analysis 
- Nanotechnology 
- Surface texture modification 
- Colorants 
- Additives

 

Please address questions and/or provide abstracts for consideration by 
June 1, 2026 to: 

Ronald Obie 
Wood Coatings Research Group, Inc. 
r.obie@woodcoatingsresearchgroup.com 
https://www.woodcoatingsresearchgroup.com/wood-coatings--substrates-conference-2026.html  
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Committee 
 
Scott VanRemortel (Covia)  
Dr. Brent Neal (Aurorium) 
Dr. Elizabeth Cates (Akzo Nobel) 
Hieu Ngo (DataPhysics Instruments) 
Dr. Jason Rochette (Eastman) 
Jigar Patel (Sherwin-Williams) 
Dr. Jason Reddick (UNC- Greensboro) 
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Ronald Obie (Wood Coatings Research Group)  
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